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Preface

In This Edition
Teachers familiar with previous editions of American  Stories 
will find that this fourth edition expands impressively on 
its predecessors. The major changes include:

Revel for American Stories
Revel™

Revel is an interactive learning environment that deeply 
engages students and prepares them for class. Media and 
assessment integrated directly within the authors’ narra-
tive lets students read, explore interactive content, and 
practice in one continuous learning path. Thanks to the dy-
namic reading experience in Revel, students come to class 
prepared to discuss, apply, and learn from instructors and 
from each other.

Learn More about Revel
http://www.pearson.com/revel

Rather than simply offering opportunities to read about 
and study U.S. history, Revel facilitates deep, engaging 
interactions with the concepts that matter most. By pro-
viding opportunities to improve skills in analyzing and 
interpreting sources of historical evidence, for example, 
Revel engages students directly and immediately, which 
leads to a better understanding of course material. A 
wealth of student and instructor resources and interac-
tive materials can be found within Revel. Some of our 
favorites are mentioned in the information that follows.

For more information about all the tools and resources 
in Revel and access to your own Revel account for Ameri-
can Stories, go to www.pearsonhighered.com/revel.

American Stories, 4e, features many of the dynamic inter-
active elements that make Revel unique. In addition to the 
rich narrative content, American Stories includes the following:

• Engaging Video Program:

• Chapter opening videos. These videos capture the 
attention of todays’ students and provide a brief 
introduction to the key themes and content in the 
chapter.

• Author guided videos. Videos, featuring author Bill 
Brands, presented in a friendly and inviting style, 
provide learners with complementary and compel-
ling content not in the narrative.

• Artifacts as Evidence videos. Created in partnership 
with the Smithsonian Institution, these videos focus 
on a wide range of unique artifacts from the Smith-
sonian collection, using these artifacts as starting 
points for explaining and illuminating the American 
historical experience.

• Charting the Past modules combine interactive maps, 
documents, and images to create in-depth opportuni-
ties for students to explore the relationship between 
geography, demography, and history.

• Key Term Definitions: Key Terms appear in bold and 
include pop-up definitions inline that allow students 
to see the meaning of a word or phrase while reading 
the text, providing context.

• Interactive Maps: Interactive maps throughout the text 
include a pan/zoom feature and an additional feature 
that allows students to toggle on and off map details.

• Assessments: Multiple-choice end-of-module and end-
of-chapter quizzes test student’s knowledge of the chap-
ter content, including dates, concepts, and major events.

• Chapter Review: The Chapter Review—which contains 
a timeline, Key Term flashcards, an image gallery, video 
gallery and review questions—is laid out using interac-
tive features that allow students to click on specific top-
ics to learn more or test their knowledge about concepts 
covered in the chapter.

• Source Collections: An end-of-chapter source collec-
tion includes three to five documents relevant to the 
chapter content. Each document includes header notes, 
questions, and audio. Students can highlight and make 
notes on the documents.

• Journal Prompts: Revel is rich in opportunities for writ-
ing about topics and concepts and the Journal Prompts 
included are one way in which students can explore 
themes presented in the chapter. The ungraded Journal 
Prompts are included inline with content and can be 
shared with instructors.

• Shared Writing Prompts: These prompts provide peer-
to-peer feedback in a discussion board, developing crit-
ical thinking skills and fostering collaboration among a 
specific class. These prompts appear between modules.

• Essay Prompts: These prompts appear in Pearson’s 
Writing Space and can be assigned and graded by in-
structors.
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Manual, PowerPoint presentations, and the Test Bank. Reg-
ister online for access to the resources for American Stories.

Instructor’s Resource Manual. Available at the Instruc-
tor’s Resource Center for download, www.pearsonhigh-
ered.com/irc, the Instructor’s Resource Manual includes 
an Introduction to Revel section that walks the user 
through the Revel product using screen shots that identify 
and explain the numerous Revel features, detailed chapter 
overviews, and discussion questions.

Test Bank. Available at the Instructor’s Resource Center 
for download, www.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the Test 
Bank contains more than 1,700 multiple-choice, and essay 
test questions.

PowerPoint Presentations. Strong PowerPoint presenta-
tions make lectures more engaging for students. Available 
at the Instructor’s Resource Center for download, www 
.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the PowerPoints contain chap-
ter outlines and full-color images of maps and art. All 
PowerPoints are ADA compliant

MyTest Test Bank. Available at www.pearsonmytest.com, 
MyTest is a powerful assessment generation program that 
helps instructors easily create and print quizzes and ex-
ams. Questions and tests can be authored online, allowing 
instructors ultimate flexibility and the ability to efficiently 
manage assessments anytime, anywhere! Instructors can 
easily access existing questions and edit, create, and store 
using simple drag-and-drop and Word-like controls.

ENGAGE STUDENTS AND IMPROVE CRITICAL 
THINKING

• Chapter introductory vignettes

• Chapter images, maps, and figures are bigger, visually 
interesting, and informative. Photographs and pieces 
of fine art encapsulate emotional and historical mean-
ing. Captions provide valuable information that allows 
for a fuller understanding of the people who lived the 
American story.

• Quick Check Questions give students the opportunity 
to review as they read, leading to a more complete un-
derstanding of chapter content.

SUPPORT INSTRUCTORS

• Learning Objective questions highlight the important 
issues and themes. Each is linked to one of the chap-
ter’s main sections, and they are all emphasized in the 
chapter overview.

• Key Terms throughout the chapters highlight impor-
tant topics as they are introduced.

• The thematic timeline ending each chapter reinforces 
the essential points of the narrative.

SUPPLEMENTS FOR INSTRUCTORS

Instructor’s Resource Center. www.pearsonhighered.
com/irc. This website provides instructors with additional 
text-specific resources that can be downloaded for class-
room use. Resources include the Instructor’s Resource 
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producing materials. With the help of both Kathleen and 
Debby, American Stories is the first college-level U.S. his-
tory survey completely designed to meet the needs of the 
instructor and the student.

Beyond this, American Stories places great emphasis 
on a compelling narrative. We—I and my fellow authors—
have used significant incidents and episodes to reflect 
the dilemmas, the choices, and the decisions made by the 
American people as well as by their leaders. Our story 
of the American past includes the major events that have 
shaped the nation. We examine the ways in which the big 
events influenced the lives of ordinary people. How did the 
American Revolution alter the fortunes and prospects of 
men, women, and children around the country? What was 
it like for blacks and whites to live in a plantation society?

Each chapter begins with a vignette that launches the 
narrative of that chapter and identifies its themes. Some 
of the vignettes have special meaning for the authors. The 
vignette that opens Chapter 26, on the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, reminds me of the stories my father used to 
tell about his experiences during that trying decade. His 
family wasn’t nearly as hard hit as many in the 1930; Like 
Pauline Kael, he was a college student and like her, he 
saw how hard it was for many of his classmates to stay in 
school. He himself was always working at odd jobs, trying 
to make ends meet. Times were hard, yet he learned the 
value of a dollar—something he impressed on me as I was 
growing up.

By these means and others, I and my fellow authors 
have attempted to bring history to life for students. We be-
lieve that while history rarely repeats itself, the story of the 
American past is profoundly relevant to the problems and 
challenges facing the nation today.

Pedagogical Features
The pedagogical elements in American Stories have been 
carefully constructed to be accessible to students and to 
support a better, deeper understanding of U.S. history. 
These elements fall into two categories, Narrative Peda-
gogy that appears throughout the main body of each chap-
ter, and Study Resources collected at the ends of chapters.

• Narrative Pedagogy Each chapter follows a consis-
tent pedagogy that maximizes student learning. Foucs 
Questions in the chapter openers preview the main idea 
for each major section and provide a framework for 
the entire chapter. As a reminder to students, these 

A Note to My Fellow Teachers

H.W. Brands I‘ve been teaching American history for 
thirty-five years now, and in that time I’ve noticed some-
thing. Our students come to our classrooms with in-
creasingly varied backgrounds. Some students are better 
prepared, having taken A.P. courses and acquired a solid 
grounding in historical facts, interpretations, and methods. 
Other students arrive less well prepared. Many of these are 
international students; some are students for whom Eng-
lish is a second or third language. Some of these, and some 
others, simply never took American history in high school.

Different students require different methods of teach-
ing. Students well versed in American history do best with 
a book that presupposes their preparation and takes them 
beyond it. Students for whom the subject is new or other-
wise challenging are more likely to succeed with a book 
that focuses on essential themes, and offers features de-
signed to facilitate the learning process. Any textbook can 
be intimidating, as even my best students have reminded 
me over the years. For that reason, whatever reduces the 
intimidation factor can help students succeed.

This is the philosophy behind American Stories: A His-
tory of the United States. A single purpose has motivated the 
creation of this book: to enhance the accessibility of Ameri-
can history and thereby increase students’ chances of suc-
cess. This goal is what brought me to the classroom, and 
it’s one I think I share with you. If American Stories: A His-
tory of the United States contributes to achieving this goal, 
we all—teachers and students—will be the winners.

The most frequent complaint I get from students re-
garding history textbooks is that the mass of information is 
overwhelming. This complaint provided the starting point 
for American Stories, which differs from standard textbooks 
in two fundamental respects.

First, we reduced the number of topics covered, only 
retaining the essential elements of the American story. We 
surveyed over five hundred instructors from across the 
country to find out what topics were most commonly cov-
ered in a typical survey classroom. Once we received the 
results, we culled the most commonly taught topics and 
selected them for inclusion in American Stories.

Second, we integrated a variety of study aids into the 
text. These were originally developed with the assistance 
of Dr. Kathleen T. McWhorter and Debby Kalk. Kathleen 
is a professor and author with more than 40 years of expe-
rience who specializes in developmental reading, writing, 
composition, and study skills. Debby is an instructional 
designer and author with more than 20 years of experience 
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A FINAL WORD

My fellow authors and I, with the assistance of the profes-
sionals at Pearson, have devoted a great deal of effort to 
making a textbook of which we are all very proud. Our 
goal with American Stories is to convey our excitement for 
history to our students in the most accessible manner pos-
sible. We’ve done what we can toward this goal, but we 
realize that our success depends on you, the classroom 
 instructors. Our job is to make your job easier. All of us— 
authors and instructors—are in this together. So keep up 
the good work, and thanks!

 questions are repeated in the margins after each major 
section. Quick Check Questions follow each subsection 
for immediate reinforcement. Key Terms are highlight-
ed throughout each chapter and are defined in the 
text’s glossary.

• Study Resources Each chapter concludes with series of 
study resources. A chapter Timeline surveys the chronol-
ogy of key events with page references for easy look-up 
of information. The Chapter Review connects back to the 
Spotlight Questions, providing brief answers that sum-
marize the main points of each section.

xxviii A Note to my Fellow Teachers
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A Note to Students:  
Tips for Studying History

Nearly every semester for many years I have taught an 
introductory course in American history. Over that time 
I’ve come to appreciate the value of devoting the first class 
session to the fundamentals of studying and learning. Dif-
ferent students have different learning styles, but the expe-
riences of the many students I’ve taught have convinced 
me that certain general techniques produce good results.

I always tell students that these techniques aren’t the 
only way to study; they may have their own methods. But 
I also tell them that these techniques have worked for a 
lot of students in the past, and might work for them. Here 
they are:

1. History is a story, not just an assortment of facts. The 
connections are critical. How do the events and people 
you are reading or hearing about relate to one another? 
This is what historians want to know.
Therefore:
Find the story line, the plot. Identify the main charac-

ters, the turning points. How did the story turn out? Why 
did it turn out that way and not some other?

2. Dates matter, but order matters more. Students of-
ten get the idea that history is all about dates. It’s not. 
It’s about what caused what (as in a story: see Rule 1 
above). Dates are useful only in that they help you 
remember what happened before what else. This is 
crucial, because the thing that came first might have 
caused, or at least influenced, the thing that came later.
Therefore:
Concentrate on the order of events. If you do, the 

dates will fall into place by themselves.

3. History takes time —to happen, and to learn. History 
is a story. But like any richly detailed story, it can take 
time to absorb.
Therefore:
Spread out your studying. If you have three hours of 

reading to do, do it over three days for an hour a day. If you 
have a test coming up, give yourself two weeks to study, 
allocating a half hour each day. You’ll learn more easily; 
you’ll retain more. And you’ll have a better chance to enjoy 
the story.

4. History’s stories are both spoken and written. That’s 
why most classes involve both lectures and readings.
Therefore:

Read the assigned materials before the correspond-
ing lectures. It’s tempting not to—to let the reading slide. 
But resist the temptation. Advance reading makes the lec-
tures far more understandable—and far more enjoyable.

5. Less is more, at least in note-taking. Not every word 
in the text or lecture is equally important. The point of 
notes is to distill a chapter or a lecture into a smaller, 
more manageable size.
Therefore:
Hit the high points. Focus on where the text and lec-

ture overlap. Write down key phrases and words; don’t 
write complete sentences. And if you are using a highlight-
er on a book, be sparing.

6. History is a twice-told tale. History is both what hap-
pened and how we’ve remembered what happened. 
Think of your first exposure to a particular historical 
topic as history happening, and your second exposure 
as history being remembered. An awareness of both is 
necessary to making the history stick in your head.
Therefore:
Take a rest after reading a chapter or attending a lec-

ture. Then go back and review. Your class notes should 
not be comprehensive (see Rule 5), but as you go back over 
them, you will remember details that will help you fill out 
your notes. While you are reviewing a chapter, ask yourself 
what your notes on the chapter mean, and why you high-
lighted this particular phrase or that.

To summarize, when approaching a history course:

• Find the story line.

• Concentrate on the order of events.

• Spread out your studying.

• Read the assignments before the lectures.

• Hit the high points in taking notes.

• Take a rest, then review.

A final suggestion: Allow enough time for this course so 
you aren’t rushed. If you give yourself time to get into the 
story, you’ll come to enjoy it. And what you enjoy, you’ll 
remember.

Best wishes,
H. W. Brands
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