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Preface

In This Edition

Teachers familiar with previous editions of The Struggle
for Freedom will find that this Third Edition expands
impressively on its predecessors. The major changes include
the following.

Revel for The Struggle for Freedom
Revel™

Revel is an interactive learning environment that deeply
engages students and prepares them for class. Media and
assessment integrated directly within the authors’ narrative
lets students read, explore interactive content, and practice
in one continuous learning path. Thanks to the dynamic
reading experience in Revel, students come to class pre-
pared to discuss, apply, and learn from instructors and
from each other.

Learn more about Revel
www.pearson.com/revel

The Struggle for Freedom, 3e, features many of the dynamic
interactive elements that make Revel unique. In addition to
the rich narrative content, The Struggle for Freedom includes
the following:

¢ Engaging Video Program:

¢ Topical and primary source videos: The new edition
includes topical videos narrated by active scholars,
as well as dramatic readings of engaging primary
source documents that are illustrated with support-
ing images.

e Artifacts as Evidence videos: Created in partnership
with the Smithsonian Institution, these videos focus
on a wide range of unique artifacts from the Smith-
sonian collection, using these artifacts as starting
points for explaining and illuminating the African
American historical experience.

¢ Key Term Definitions: Key terms appear in bold and
include pop-up definitions inline that allow students to
see the meaning of a word or phrase while reading the
text, providing context.

® Social Explorer Maps: Select maps include interactive
census data that allow students to delve deeply into the
issues and developments illustrated by the maps.

¢ Enhanced and Interactive Images: Interactive photos
allow students to study the details and nuances of the

images by clicking within the image for key commen-
tary and explanation.

e Assessments: Multiple-choice end-of-module and end-
of-chapter quizzes test students” knowledge of the chap-
ter content, including dates, concepts, and major events.

e Chapter Review: The chapter review contains key term
flashcards, an image gallery, video gallery, and review
questions.

e Source Collections: An end-of-chapter source collection
includes three to five documents relevant to the chap-
ter content. Each document includes an introduction,
questions, and audio. Students can highlight and make
notes on the documents. Source collections for selected
chapters also include videos created in partnership with
the Smithsonian Institution and are accompanied by a
brief introduction, questions, and audio.

¢ Integrated Writing Opportunities: To help students rea-
son and write more clearly, each chapter offers three
varieties of writing prompts:

¢ Journal Prompts: These prompts integrated
throughout support students” exploration of
chapter themes. They are included inline with con-
tent and can be shared with instructors.

¢ Shared Writing Prompts: These prompts encourage
students to consider a key concept, event, or theme
and provide peer-to-peer feedback in a discussion
board, developing critical thinking skills and fos-
tering collaboration among a specific class. These
prompts appear between modules.

¢ Essay Prompts: These prompts appear in Pearson’s
Writing Space and can be assigned and graded by
instructors.

Key Elements to Enhance Student Engagement
and Critical Thinking

¢ Chapter introductory vignettes encourage students to
see African American history through the eyes of the
individuals who lived it.

e Chapter images, maps, and figures are much more
numerous than in the Second Edition and are in full
color. Photographs and pieces of fine art encapsulate
emotional and historical meaning. Captions provide
valuable information that allows for a fuller under-
standing of the people who lived the African American
story.

xXxiii
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¢ Learning Objectives highlight the important issues
and themes. Each is linked to one of the chapter’s main
sections, and they are all emphasized in the chapter
overview.

¢ Key Terms throughout the chapters highlight important
topics as they are introduced.

¢ The timeline beginning each chapter reinforces the
essential points of the narrative.

Supplements for Instructors

Instructor’s Resource Center. www.pearsonhighered
.com/irc. This website provides instructors with additional
text-specific resources that can be downloaded for class-
room use. Resources include the Instructor’s Resource
Manual, PowerPoint presentations, and the Test Bank.
Register online for access to the resources for The Struggle
for Freedom.

Instructor’s Resource Manual. Available at the Instruc-
tor’s Resource Center for download, www.pearsonhighered
.com/irc, the Instructor’s Resource Manual includes an
Introduction to Revel section that walks the user through
the Revel product using screen shots that identify and
explain the numerous Revel features, detailed chapter sum-
maries, and discussion questions.

Test Bank. Available at the Instructor’s Resource Cen-
ter for download, www.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the Test
Bank includes both multiple-choice and essay questions.

PowerPoint Presentations. Strong PowerPoint presen-
tations make lectures more engaging for students. Avail-
able at the Instructor’s Resource Center for download,
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the PowerPoints contain
chapter outlines and full-color photos, maps, and art. All
PowerPoints are ADA compliant.

MyTest Test Bank. Available at www.pearsonmytest.
com, MyTest is a powerful assessment generation pro-
gram that helps instructors easily create and print quizzes
and exams. Questions and tests can be authored online,
allowing instructors ultimate flexibility and the ability
to efficiently manage assessments anytime, anywhere!
Instructors can easily access existing questions and edit,
create, and store using simple drag-and-drop and Word-
like controls.

Approach

Those who profess to favor freedom and yet depreciate agi-
tation, are people who want crops without ploughing the
ground; they want rain without thunder and lightning; they
want the ocean without the roar of its many waters. The
struggle may be a moral one, or it may be a physical one, or
it may be both. But it must be a struggle. Power concedes
nothing without a demand, it never has and it never will.

—Frederick Douglass
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As was true with its first two editions, The Struggle for
Freedom is a narrative of the black experience in America,
using a distinctive biographical approach to guide the story
and animate the history. This biographical approach places
African American lives at the center of the narrative. In
each chapter, individual African Americans are depicted
initiating and responding to the historical changes of the
era. Life stories capture the rush of events that envelop
individuals and illuminate the momentous decisions that,
collectively, shape the American past and present.

This book introduces the concepts, milestones, and sig-
nificant figures of African American history. Inasmuch as
that history is grounded in struggle—in the consistent and
insistent call to the United States to deliver on the constitu-
tional promises made to all its citizens—this book is also an
American history text, weaving African American history
into a larger narrative of American history, including devel-
opments in the nation’s economy, politics, religion, family,
and arts and letters.

The biographical approach of The Struggle for Freedom
uses African American lives as the basis for understanding
and analyzing not only the black experience in America but
American history as a whole. Too often, expressions such as
the sweep of history, the transit of civilization, manifest destiny,
and the march of progress plant the idea that history is inexo-
rable, unalterable, and foreordained, and beyond the capac-
ity of men and women to change. That idea has been used
to justify a winner’s history that glosses over both the weak-
nesses of “winners” and the strength and dignity of “los-
ers.” Such an approach diminishes the full humanness of
both, belittles those who were captured and traded as slaves,
and defaces those who struggled for generations against
entrenched prejudice. To promote the understanding that
no individual is forever trapped within iron circumstances
beyond his or her ability to alter, every chapter in this book
is grounded in the experience of people as agents of their
own liberation rather than simply as victims of oppression.

The human stories in The Struggle for Freedom illustrate
the ways in which African Americans resisted slavery and
became part of an international movement to eliminate
the slave trade and ultimately the entire system of slavery.
These stories also depict the sustained freedom struggles of
African American peasants, who were, in the period after
the Civil War, mostly illiterate, without land of their own,
and denied basic human rights. Like peasants elsewhere in
the world, they pursued a larger vision, educating them-
selves and their children, migrating in search of greater
autonomy, creating their own churches and self-help organi-
zations, and resisting oppression in all its forms. During the
twentieth century, just as peasants and the descendants of
peasants in Africa and Asia were overcoming colonialism,
African Americans overcame the systematic segregation
and discrimination of the American Jim Crow system. Over
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the ensuing decades, the children of those who once picked
cotton gained the power to pick presidents, and, early in the
twenty-first century, they indeed helped elect a descendant
of an African peasant as president of the United States.

Coverage and Organization

The remarkable and distinctive people and events of
American history are all featured in The Struggle for Freedom.
In these pages, readers will learn of the Europeans’ first
encounter with native peoples and a new environment;
they will see how the American Revolution raised the ideal
of human society cleansed of slavery, with voiceless chattel
striding toward citizenship and power. They will encounter
other pivotal events of American history and African
American strategies in response to global and local events and
pressures: the Haitian Revolution; the Missouri Compromise;
sectional conflicts; wars in Europe, the South Pacific, and
Asia, from the Civil War through this century’s war against
terrorism; and the human rights battles for our times.
Readers will also be able to examine cultural and economic
trends throughout American history—from the resistance
poetry of revolutionary-era Phillis Wheatley and nineteenth-
century artists such as Henry Ossawa Tanner, through the
development of urban communities and technology that
support such movements as modern-day hip-hop.

Chapters 1 through 7 of The Struggle for Freedom explore
the period up to 1830, when most Africans in North Amer-
ica were enslaved. The book begins, as all human history
begins, in Africa with ancient history and the rise of empires
in West and Central Africa during the period American and
western historians think of as the Middle Ages. European
contact with West and Central Africa and the growth of
the Atlantic slave trade are followed by an analysis of the
new conditions of slavery in the Americas. New maps and
images are included to help students understand the con-
nections between these complex, intertwined histories. New
data from extensive research in the last decade on the Atlan-
tic slave trade are incorporated in several chapters. Because
Africans were not all enslaved in the same ways and in the
same conditions, the chapters treat the formation of notions
about race and how they figured in the descent into slavery
in different zones of European settlement—French, Dutch,
Portuguese, and Spanish as well as English—in the Ameri-
cas. The galvanizing effect of the American and Haitian
revolutions and the decades thereafter during which free
black people in the North and in the South built families,
founded churches, forged friendships and communities,
and struggled for freedom and dignity are central themes.
Also explored is the rise of the Cotton Kingdom of the Deep
South and how coerced migration to newly developed
regions touched the lives of almost every enslaved person
while spurring attempts to overthrow slavery.

Preface XXv

Chapters 8 through 14 examine pivotal junctures
in African American history that parallel the American
focus on expansion, reform, and nationality. The 1830s
marked the first years when the majority of black Ameri-
cans were not forced immigrants but rather were born on
American soil. Echoing the religious reawakening that
undergirded both abolitionism and a vigorous defense
of slavery, enslaved and free African Americans alike
claimed their voice in an international antebellum debate
about the future of American democracy. Then, through
a long and merciless Civil War, the end of slavery, and
the South’s attempt to re-create the essence of slavery,
black Americans persisted in holding forth, before white
Americans and the world, the guarantees of equality
and citizenship built into the new constitutional amend-
ments. The post-Civil War dispersal of newly freed Afri-
can Americans to every corner of North America—and
indeed across the globe—shows how, in the face of a still-
hostile white America that abandoned Reconstruction,
black people built families, communities, viable economic
lives, and shaped individualized notions of a “good”
life. Churches, mutual aid and literary enterprises, busi-
nesses, schools, and publishing ventures reflected the
transformation from slaves to soldiers and autonomous
citizens, determined to wrest equality and justice, and to
claim their place in the America they had helped to build.
Highlighted here, also, are some of the black visionaries
whose descendants grasped and enriched the legacies of
struggle passed down from their forebears. This textbook
“names” not only of the lofty leaders, but of many less-
well-known figures whom the lofty ones inspired. One of
the goals of Struggle is to inspire today’s youth to notice
and honor their own family’s place in the larger tapestry.
The discussions of black communities in the 1830s and
1840s, violence against abolitionists, the Underground
Railroad, slave narratives, and secession have all been
significantly revised and updated. Chapters 10 and 11
(the Civil War and Reconstruction) have been reorga-
nized to help clarify developments in this crucial period
of African American history.

The last eight chapters of the book, Chapters 15 through
22, illuminate African American life in modern America.
The narrative explores the increasing impact of African
Americans on the surrounding world. During world wars,
the Great Depression, and other momentous national and
international transformations, black Americans struggled
for justice and full citizenship in a society still marred
by racist attitudes and practices. Throughout twentieth-
century scientific, technological, and economic changes,
one theme permeates African American strategies for secur-
ing justice and equal opportunity: the ongoing struggle
for a positive sense of identity amidst racism and destruc-
tive racial stereotypes. Whether in fighting the nation’s
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wars; helping build the modern economy; adding to urban
dynamics and to the explosion of cultural creativity through
innovations in music, art, film, dance, and literature; or
playing increasingly prominent roles on the political stage
at the local, state, and national level, African Americans in
the last century are portrayed as the principal innovators of
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the nation’s most important liberation movement. All chap-
ters in this section have received substantial revision, and
new sections have been added to Chapter 22 on the legacy
of Barack Obama’s presidency, the state of the contempo-
rary struggle for African American freedom, and the mean-
ing of the 2016 presidential election.
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