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The African-American Odyssey

From the Preface
"One ever feels his two-ness,—an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled 

strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body."  W. E. B. Du Bois, 1897

. . . The African-American Odyssey tells the story of African Americans a story that begins in Africa, 
where the people who were to become African Americans began their long, turbulent, and difficult journey, 
a journey marked by sustained suffering as well as perseverance, bravery, and achievement. It includes the 
rich culture—at once splendidly distinctive and tightly intertwined with a broader American culture—that 
African Americans have nurtured throughout their history. And it includes the many-faceted quest for 
freedom in which African Americans have sought to counter white oppression and racism with the 
egalitarian spirit of the Declaration of Independence that American society professes to embody.
Nurtured by black historian Carter G. Woodson during the early decades of the twentieth century, African-
American history has blossomed as a field of study since the 1950s. Books and articles have appeared on 
almost every facet of black life. Yet this survey is the first comprehensive college textbook of the African-
American experience. It draws on recent research to present black history in a clear and direct manner, 
within a broad social, cultural, and political framework. It also provides thorough coverage of African-
American women as active builders of black culture.
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The African-American Odyssey

Part-opening timelines thematically 
organize and summarize key events in 
African-American history to be discussed 
in the chapters that follow and provide a 
reference to the many noteworthy 
individuals who will be introduced within 
the part.
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Each chapter opens with a provocative image that 
gives students a visual introduction to the chapter 
content and chapter opening questions that 
provide an inquiry-based approach that 
encourages students to think about the content 

they are about to read.
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Compelling quotations 
introduce each chapter and set 
the stage for the events that 
unfold within the chapter.

Biographical sketches, called Profiles, highlight the 

contributions and personalities of both prominent individuals 

and ordinary people, illuminating common experiences among 

African Americans at various times and places.
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The African-American Odyssey

The text includes an abundance of maps that help 
students visualize the geographical context of events and 
grasp significant trends.  Map questions accompany 
every map in the text to challenge students to review 
their understanding of the maps in context.
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Maps identified as Map Exploration are provided in an 
interactive version on the text’s  Myhistorylab website and on 
the Exploring African-American History CD-ROM.   The 
interactive activities are designed to enhance map reading and 
analysis skills.
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The African-American Odyssey

No other text provides the wealth and variety of compelling 
images chronicling the African-American experience in a 
chronological, historical context for students. 

Icons are included in the text that direct students and instructors 
to specific documents, interactive activities, and Living Words
audio resources available on the myhistorylab website and 
Exploring African-American History CD-ROM that is included 
with every new copy of the text.
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The African-American Odyssey
Voices boxes include primary source documents that provide 
first-person perspectives on key events in African-American 
history.   Brief introductions and study questions help students
analyze the documents and relate them to the text.
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End-of-chapter timelines
establish a chronological 
context for events in African-
American history by relating 
them to events in American 
history and in the rest of the 
world.

Recommended Readings and 
Additional Bibliography lists 
direct students to more 
information about the subject of 
each chapter.   These resources 
provide the most comprehensive 
bibliography of African-
American history available to 
students in a text.
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At the end of every chapter, Retracing the Odyssey sections guide 
instructors and students to educational sites that explore the diverse 
dimensions of African-American history.  

Review, Research & Interact sections at the end of each chapter 
provide Review Questions to encourage students to analyze the 
material they have read and to explore alternative perspectives on that 
material; Research NavigatorTM activities to explore topics in African 
American history;  relevant primary source Documents, and 
Interactive Activities both for maps and special topics to enhance 
deeper understanding of the core content of the chapters.  These
resources are now available on the NEW online resource, 
Myhistorylab, that accompanies the fourth edition as well as on the 
Exploring African-American History CD-ROM included in every new 
copy of the text.
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Visualizing the Past, six two-page special image 

features, analyze important aspects of African-
American history through photographs and documents.  
A brief narrative introduction provides a careful 

examination of the historical implications of each 
topic.  This feature is located at the end of each part.
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NEW to the fourth edition, Interpreting the Past is an 
exciting feature that includes brief primary source excerpts and
visual documents on an engaging  topic and provides critical 
thinking questions for students to  analyze the connections 
between the historical sources in providing understanding of 
the topic. These six new spreads follow the Visualizing the 
Past features at the end of each part.
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The African-American Odyssey

AVAILABLE  FORMATS 

 
Combined edition (Chapters 1-24) 

Volume I (Chapters 1-13) 
Volume II (Chapters 13-24) 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY PACKAGE 

 

For Instructors 

Instructor’s Resource Manual 
Test Item File 

Test Generator 
Overhead Transparencies 

Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM 
Myhistorylab website 

 

For Students 

Study Guides (Volumes 1 and 2) 
Primary Sources in African-American History (Volumes 1 and 2) 
Exploring African-American History CD-ROM (bound into text) 

Myhistorylab Website 
Research Navigator 

 
 

For more information about The African-American Odyssey, Fourth 
Edition, contact your local Pearson sales representative. 
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